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Coast Guard, DHS § 91.20–15 

Subpart 91.15—Inspection of 
Vessels 

§ 91.15–1 Standards in inspection of 
hulls, boilers, and machinery. 

In the inspection of hulls, boilers, 
and machinery of vessels, the stand-
ards established by the American Bu-
reau of Shipping, see part 90, subpart 
90.35 of this chapter, respecting mate-
rial and inspection of hulls, boilers, 
and machinery, and the certificate of 
classification referring thereto, except 
where otherwise provided for by the 
rules and regulations in this sub-
chapter, subchapter E (Load Lines), 
subchapter F (Marine Engineering), 
subchapter J (Electrical Engineering), 
and subchapter W (Lifesaving Appli-
ances and Arrangements) of this chap-
ter, shall be accepted as standard by 
the inspectors. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25289, May 20, 1996] 

§ 91.15–5 Alternate compliance. 

(a) In place of compliance with other 
applicable provisions of this sub-
chapter, the owner or operator of a ves-
sel subject to plan review and inspec-
tion under this subchapter for initial 
issuance or renewal of a Certificate of 
Inspection may comply with the Alter-
nate Compliance Program provisions of 
part 8 of this chapter. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, a 
list of authorized classification soci-
eties, including information for order-
ing copies of approved classification so-
ciety rules and supplements, is avail-
able from Commandant (CG–521), 2100 
2nd St., SW., Stop 7126, Washington, DC 
20593–7126; telephone (202) 372–1372; or 
fax (202) 372–1925. Approved classifica-
tion society rules and supplements are 
incorporated by reference into 46 CFR 
8.110(b). 

[CGD 95–010, 62 FR 67536, Dec. 24, 1997, as 
amended by USCG–1999–5004, 64 FR 30439, 
June 8, 1999; USCG–2004–18884, 69 FR 58347, 
Sept. 30, 2004; USCG–2006–25697, 71 FR 55746, 
Sept. 25, 2006; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49231, 
Sept. 25, 2009] 

Subpart 91.20—Initial Inspection 
§ 91.20–1 Prerequisite of certificate of 

inspection. 
(a) The initial inspection is a pre-

requisite of the issuance of the original 
certificate of inspection. 

§ 91.20–5 When made. 
(a) The original inspection will only 

be made upon the written application 
of the owner or builder of the vessel to 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, on Form CG–3752, Application for 
Inspection of U.S. Vessel, at or nearest 
the port where the vessel is located. 

§ 91.20–10 Plans. 
(a) Before application for inspection 

is made, and before construction is 
started, the owner or builder shall have 
plans approved by the Commandant in-
dicating the proposed arrangement and 
construction of the vessel. The proce-
dure for submitting plans and the list 
of plans to be supplied is set forth in 
subpart 91.55. 

§ 91.20–15 Scope of inspection. 
(a) The initial inspection, which may 

consist of a series of inspections during 
the construction of a vessel, shall in-
clude a complete inspection of the 
structure, including the outside of the 
vessel’s bottom, the machinery, unfired 
pressure vessels, equipment and the in-
side and outside of the boilers. The in-
spection shall be such as to insure that 
the arrangements, material, and 
scantlings of the structure, boilers, and 
other pressure vessels and their appur-
tenances, piping, main and auxiliary 
machinery, electrical installations, 
lifesaving appliances, fire-detecting 
and extinguishing equipment, pilot 
boarding equipment, pollution preven-
tion equipment, and other equipment 
fully comply with the applicable regu-
lations for such vessel and are in ac-
cordance with approved plans, and de-
termine that the vessel is in possession 
of a valid certificate issued by the Fed-
eral Communications Commission, if 
any. The inspection shall be such as to 
ensure that the workmanship of all 
parts of the vessel and its equipment is 
in all respects satisfactory and that 
the vessel is provided with lights, 
means of making sound signals, and 
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